THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
in Bonn, which at that time had no garrison, had telegraphed
to the nearest fortress for aid, and the call was promptly re-
sponded to. This of course put a stop to our doings in the
matter of stopping the payment of taxes. The soldiers at once
occupied the gates of the city and the octroi duties were levied
as before. In the evening we had a meeting of our democratic
committee to consider what was next to be done. The first
impulse was to attack the soldiers and if possible to drive them
out of the town. This would have been a desperate enterprise,
but it was taken seriously in view. After mature consideration,
however, we all recognized that a fight in Bonn, even a success-
ful one, could have real importance only as a part of a more
general uprising. Cologne was naturally regarded as the
capital of the Rhineland and as the central focus for all
political movements. It was there we had to seek our support,
and from there to get our orders. Wejhad already received
from Cologne a report that feverish excitement prevailed in
that city, and that the signal for a general uprising was to be
expected from the democratic leaders. For this we were to pre-
pare quietly and quickly, but we were to avoid everything like
an isolated attempt. We sent a messenger to Cologne to in-
form our friends of what had occurred in Bonn and to get
further instructions. In the meantime we made arrangements
to collect as many as possible of the muskets of our civic-guard
and to make cartridges, which was done with great zeal.

But now disquieting news came about what happened in
the vicinity of the gates of the city. Large crowds of peasants
from the neighboring villages had assembled outside. They
had received information about the coming of the soldiers to
Bonn and thought that the democrats and the students must
be in great danger. They had now come to help us. Many of
them probably imagined the expulsion of the troops from the
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